did not, as some gentlemen appeared lo do, in view of that pro-
Puilioa, e dark clouds hovering over the countr. He saw
in the constitution and the laws of the land priniples which
would carry them through in ssfoty, and presere for their
children and their children's children their glorious constitution
aud conlederacy. L

In the first plaee, then, he laid down the propsition that
Congress possesses the power o legislate for the Territorics
scquired since the adoption of the constitution asan incident
to the power to acquire, ex mecessilale rei; and i restraived
oanly by the conditions upon which the territory vas ceded,
and by the prohibitions and limitations of the constiution. He
also muintsined that the ordinance of 1757 was exprsly adopt-
ed and continued in force by the constitution, and uo furiher
adoption by Congress was necessary ; and that Uonzress was
empowered to make all laws which shocld ve proger Lo carry
the ordinance into effeet. :

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. Wahat was the opinon of Mr.
Madison !

Mr. MURPHY said he would answer the gentlsman pre-
sently. In the discussion of these propositions he wou'd re-
verse the order in which be hod siated them. Now, what was
territory of the United States ' There was the terntory
that was ceded by the difforent States forming this confudera:
ey before the adoption of the coustitution—ihe teentry northe
west of the Ohio. 'I'here were likewise the cession 1y dved of
Georgia in 1802, cpmprising the present States cf Alabama
and Mississippi ; the cosdon by treaty by France in 1803
of the territry which now comprised the State of Louisiana ;
and the cession by Spain by the treaty of 1819 of tiat which
is now the Statd of Florida. And what else’ The lnod
which we aequired by Jiscovery. Such was the Oregon terri-
tory. He decmed it unnecessary to do more than merely to
advert to the opinions of Mr. Calh and Mr. Bachanan on
this point. The principal ground on which they claimed s |
title to Oregon was that of discovery, To this fact he wish- |
ed now to direct the attention of the commiltee, fur purposes
which would appenr in the course of his argument. The or-
dinance of 1787, then, became of importance only in refer-
ence to the territory northwest of the Ohio. Ttat ordinance
and the action under it did not apply to any other terntory
than that northwest of the Ohio, and we have to look for other
principles to govern us in regard tovsueh other territory.

He would now procead to the consideration of the ordinance
of '87 for the putpose of showing the distinction between that
and the sources of the power which we are to exercise over
other territories, ;ir;d_hn numerous suthorities on "h:, m;
ject ut Damd. He w simpl, Eﬂ atiention
- fics or'gg, it wﬂ: y

or in the couutry,
acquired in Mexico, comprising New Mexico and California,
| that this question assumed its great importance ; and it wos
| in regard to that territory that he deemed this his proposition |

-

.

House the srgument (hai in none of the laws establishing

Territorial Governments had this inhibition of slavery been
contained, except in the case of Wisconsin, and lu that case ]
he had undenaken to explain it awsy. Now, if bis (Mr. | by Lord Mavstield, for the common law dectrine,

M.%s) view was correct, that this compact was bindiug oo the
United States, there was no necessity of introducing it; it
was the law of the land ; and, more, it was ihe supreme law,

s it was ratifie] and confirrmed by the conslitution.

He came new to his second proposition : That Congross

possesses the power to logistute for territories acquired since

the adoption of the constitution, as an iocident to the power

0 scquire, ex neesvifafe ; restrained only by the couditions
of the cession, anl by the prolibitions
constitution, 1'his covered the territory which was really the
suljeet of their discuse

limitations of the
ion. As regarded the territory north-
west of the Ohio, there was no question raised in this House
It was in view of the new territory to be

to apply. Now, he held that the constitution dlid not contem-
piate the acguisition of new territory, He found po power

ex gressed in the conatitutio te aequire new territory. He
admiited thot where an expross power was granted it carried |
with it all the powers neecssary to give it full force and eilict,

But there was no express power conferred by the consti-

tution to acquire territory ; \f thera were, he called ou the
gentleman from Virginia or any other gentlemaun to poistitout.
Mr. BAYLY (in his seal) was understood 19 refer the gen- |
tleman to the power to declare war.

Mr. MURPHY. Is that a power to acquire temritory '
Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. :
Mr. MURPHY inquired of the gentleman if it was not in-

cidental to that power, and also to the treaty power * 1t was
a mere incident.
snd by conquest. Was there any other power in the cousti-

How 'did we acquire territory ? By treaty
tution authorizing the acquisition of territory !
Mr. BAYLY, =t
Mr, MURPHY asked the gentleman, then, how the United

States acquired the lerritory composing the States of Alsbama |

1

and Mississippi ?  And how the territory of Oregon ! They
aequired the territory of Alabama and Mississippi by tie ces-
sion of Georgia, and the territory of Oregon by the discovery
of Gray.
ready observed, had, as Secretaries of State, wken the

ition that that was the primary ground and rght of the
United States o Oregon.  Opuio bad uo-vights there : she
had never followed up her discovery by settlement.
Jed ot the time, and might be now, that we had foll

¢ommittee to the ordindnce 1o
read it, as every gentleman was doubtless familar with its |

Fight to that territory by the discovery of Gray, and subsequent
colenization and settl 1

provisions. In the first place, that ordinance was declared to
be a compact ; and the articles thus agreed to and arranged
between the people of the Unmited States and the people who
were to form those territories were to continue forever in
foree, subject, F owever, to certain restrictions. The language
of the ordinance was :

“ It is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority afore
said, that the following articles shall be considered as nrticles
of compact between origins] States and the people and
States in the said territory, and forever remain unalterable un-
less by common eonsent,™ |

Again, in article 4th, are these words : |

#The said Territory, and the States which may be formed
therein, shall forever remsin a part of this Confederncy of the |
United States of America, subject to the articles of Confede- |
ration and to such alterations therein us shall be constitutional- |
Iy mude, und to ull the sets and ordinasees of the United States |
in Congress assembled conformable thereto.” !

When this ordinance was passed it thus appears from its |
own provisions that a new itution was plated, and i
the people of the new territories and the territories themselves |
were 10 be scbjected generally o the legislation of this.new |
government under the terms of the compact. |

And vow he would snswer the inguiry put to him by the |
gentleman from Pennsylvauia, who asked him il he knew |
what Mr. Madison said on this subject. Mr. Madison enid
it was troe that the ordinatce was passed with doubtful autho- |
rity, but he went on aflerwards to justify the passage of that
ordinance. Mr. Madison said :

¥ mean not, by uny thing here said, to throw censure 00 | 4 be compact ; but be was going on, before this laterruption, |

the messures which have been pursued by Cougress, 1am |
sensible thut they could not kave done otherwise.  The publie |
interest, the necessity of the case, iniposad upon them the task |
of overleapiog their constitutions] limits. ™ |

| tory ;

Now, we had the power lo acquire territory not by an ori-
ginal, express grant in the constitution, but first as incidental
to the expressed powers; and also as an incident lo sove-
reigniv.  He twid the gentleman from Virginia he did not
deny the right to acquire territory, but he said the right by
which we acquired Alabama, Mississippi, aud Uregon was an
incident of nationality.

Mr. McLANE (the floor being yielded) expluined that in
the speech referred 1o by the gentleman from New York, (Mr.
Mueaeny,) Mr. McLane, of Delaware, dunied that the ordi-
nance of 1787 gave Uongress any power to prohibit slavery
in the Northwestern Territory. Mr. McLane argued that

this ordinance was good for nothing, except so far as it was |

supposed by some to be a compact ; and as a compact wonld
have acted directly on the pvupln going into said territory.
But Mr. McLone himself did not sdmit it to be a compact,
raitied by competent parties to make a contract.

My MURPHY stated that he had taken the position that
the ordinance was a compact, and that that compact was rati-
fied and confirmed by the constitwion. He had referred to
the ordinance of 1787 to show that it was a compact, and bad
then gone on to say that, sceording to the argument of Mr.
MeLass, of Delaware, if o compact, it was ratificd and con-
firmed by the constitution.  Mr. McL. said it was confirmed

| a8 a compoet, not as a law.

Mr. McLANE eaid he nover admitted it was a-compact,
then or now.

Me. MURPHY snid it was declured by the ordinance itself

to consider the guestion relative to the territory which was now
the sulijret of their discussion.  He had asserted that the pro-
vislons of the ordinance of 1787 <id not apply to that tervi-

i gone on further to say that there were certain

| der that he might not be misunderstood

None. i

Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Buchanan, as be had al- |

It was |

\

could not exist, either by the common law or by the civil law
of Spain, except by positive enasctment. He would refer to
the case of the negro Somerset, in 1772, n England, decided
and to John-
| son's Institutes of the Civil Law of Spaio for the rule of that
|law. Slavery is confra naturam ; it muit be established by
| law, and is not to be presumed. It apeared, therefore, to
| b that it was much more important for the South to estab-
' lish the r of Congress over the subjectthan for the North.
But he did not invite the question bere : ho deprecated it for
the sake of the Union.  But he felt bound to ssy 10 the gen-
[tlemen from the South, *‘beware,” I this subject came
|into these halls it must be brought here by gentlemen from
the South socking to establish slavery in the new territory,
tand he would, in a epirit of fronkuness, sdmonish them to
beware how they came in collision wid the fiee sentiment
of the North. When it should be brovght here properly it
would be met by representatives upon thur respensibility to
their constituents and the constitution,

Having but a very limited time he shculd hurry along to
make some general observaiions on this suject.  He had no
wish to discuss the question of slavery n its moral, social,
and political aspects, except 8o far as was necessary o make
e 1w 1 tood in di Iin'tluqumundpowawhi:h

had been brought into controversy.

But it was proper at this time, when there was so much
agitation throughout the country on thissulject, that, in or-
n the views which
he had taken, he should express suceinetl; what his opivions

| were.  He regarded slavery as the genloman from South

Carolina did—not as anigstitution. kit was o perversion of
terms to call it an institation, much less ¢+ ropublican instita-
tion. He regarded it as a condition of 1fe which has beon
reengnised by all laws, buman and diviw, from the founda-
tion of the world in all countries 1o a late period ; and is still
in a large portion of the world. It exised by virtue of the
principle of early international law that tle conqueret has the
right to dispose of the conquered. It was ecognised under the
Mosuic dispensation.

And bence, finding slavery existing ir a large portion of
this country, into which it was introdace! without our efforts

inception :

o, although it had been contended by many that we bad had
for several years ample capso of war against her. On the
contrary, he firmly believed that the first act of war was
conmitted Ly the President of the United States. The
President assumed the power to order the srmy into a
territory that was disputed, and in the possession of Mexico,
It was a question which had been pending between this Gov-
ernment and the Government of from the time Texas
was admitted into this Union. In the resolutions by which
Texas was received into this confederacy the point was reserv-
ed to this Government, snd not to the t, who had no
rightto determine a question of boundary, which was then the
sulbiject of negotiation, or at least was open to negotiation.
After Texas was annexed to the United States, and became n
part of the Union, he was willing to regard her as a sistor
State in this confederacy, and to extend to her that protection
which this Government was bound to afford to every other
State of this Union ; and citizen of Texus who had emi-
grated thither, and felled the timber of its forests, and tilled its
soil, and erected the lug huts thot stadded its surface, had an
equal claim on this Guvernment for protection with any otber
citizen of even the oldest States,  Bat it became an important
question for consideration ut what point were they to find
the un%uutioaed frontier of Texas. :

Mr. Donelson, in & communication written by him on this
subject, pointed out Corpus Christi as a place that might with
propriety be oceupied by Gen. Taylor, und as & place which
presented conveniences for the furnishing of supplizs to our
troops.  Gen. Taylor did go to Corpus Christi, and there re-

ined for twelve months in peace snd quict; and not until

and brought here without our consent, he was disposud to pay

| it that respect which every other kind of roperty of whatever

nature was entitled to.  And palded be he hand that shauld
| interfere with the rights of the Stalesto entrol slavery within'
| their own limits} When the question comes here and comes
| legitimately, he hoped every ma, whether from the North or
South, would be ready to meet it and to give a vote that will
| be consistent with the principles of the eonsitution, and, sub-
ordinawsly thereto, reflective of the views of the constituents
| whom he represents ; andif it comes here improperly let every
| hand be sternly raised to put it hence. He lived in a free
' Btate, o8 it was called—a State in which there were free ne-
- groes, and he would assert, from his own personal observation,
| that it was impossible for the two races to live together on
| either a social or political equality. f
| »The le of the State in which he livel had recently
| been cnﬁ?ﬁpupou to voie on this question, and, by a majority
of one hundred and forty thousand they refused to ex-
tend to the free blacks the right of suffrage as/enjoyed by the
whites. Why was that > Because it was r¢pugnant to the
feelings of the white population. We werd tsught by our
mothers to avoid all communication with them | and the theo-
| rists and utopians never would be able to bring about an amal-
| gamation. There can be no commingling of the blood of the
' races, and yet that had been said 1o'be the only way in which
| the barrier could be broken down.

While, then, the negroes remained this inferior race, they
| were doing them injustice by giving t+ them their freedom.
| When he heard the other day of the incident which oceurrd
| in this District—he alluded (o the carrving of several slaves
| down the river—he fell great pity, not for the owner of the
| wessel nor for the owners of the slaves, but for the slavesthem-

selves. He koew that the moment thoy lelt their compara-
| tively happy homes and were landed in a free Stute, they
! would be the cbjects oi contumely and scorn, and would soon
. become adepts in vice and crime. Let him ask gentlemen
| who wished to carry slaves to the North, what would have
| become of them if they h=d been transierred there !
| It was a well-established fact that the namber of free ne-
| groes were Tapidly decressing in muny of the New Engiand

States, and simply because the free negroes are forced to bo
! vicious. They ure not aliowed lo ascociate with the whites.

T'hey are driven from the employment of the whites. The

He thus approved (he measure, as did Mr. Jefferson, who | national powers—powers incident to this Governmeot s a | Women become degraded, and the men theves. They can-

was the euthor of the ordinapee of 1784, wn this principle the

i, M eommon with all other civilized nations—which

| not live in the fiee States and be perpetusted ; and he ap-

SOVere!
same as that of 1787, snd who would bardly bave sdveeated | wo ¢yl crercise, and that smong them was the right (0 ac- | pealed to the friends of humanity (o let them remain where
it if it were unconstitutional. quire terriory ; m'“, if we had not those powers, b no | they are, unless they can be emanc pated entirely and sent to

But he cared not whether that act was constitutionslly made | yight 1 the cession from Georgia of those two Snthern States | Africa.  He could not believe that this black race had been
ot not at the time ; he said, and that was his position, that | which e 1ud mentioned, and had no clsim to Oregon on the | diminished by amalgamation. = He knew, however, thatthere
the constitution of 1787 confirmed that ordinance and mado | grovdd of ',::,c__",,_ : L | was high aothority recommeniing that course for the extine-

it valid. ' Now he had oot seen, in the course of the debate on |
this question, the clause of the constitution of the United |
States referred to, to which he should direct the attention of
the House, He did not put the power of Congress to legis-
late over the territories upon the clause aathorizing Congress
to wake ** all neediu! rules and regulations respecting the ter- |
rity or other property belonging to the United State: ;" for he
thought with the gentleman from Virginia that the word
“ather” qualifie] the woird **territory,” and showed that it |
wos spoken of hore only as * preperty "—giving Congrens |
the power 1o make all needful rules and regulations respecting |
thé territory as property of the United Siates. |
He fell in, therefure, with the view of the gentleman from |
Virginia on this point ; bat it was not necessary to rely upon |
the clause in yuesLibN. |
But 10 his nind we had abundent confirmation of. this ordi- i
nance in the conslitation itsell. Would & not bave been re-
markable, indeed, if the convention which franued the consti- |
tution, sitting ot the same time and place of that Congress
which adopted this ordinance, had not made some provision {
in regard 190t ©  When we regarded the fact that the provi- |
sion in reference to slavery in both instruments was adopted
on the same day—the provision in the constitution providing |
for the three-fifthe ropresentation of siaves, and the probitition |
in the ordinance of slavery in the Northwest territory, and |
that after there bad been the utmost contrariety of opinion in |
both bodics— could it be idered an accidental coinerd ?
Neo, it was the result of conference ; of consultation with each |
other for the good of the try ; of won inwuch a spi- |
rit as should be ever shown by us here. They compromised |
so that while they allowed the representation of throe ffihs |
of the slaves, they prohibited siavery in the Northwest territory. |
But afier the now constitution was adopted, which ta- |
tion itself recognised this ordinance, as he wou'd presently |
show, & law was passed in sddition w carry into further effect
the ordinance of 1787. He would ask gentlemen to tell him |
how this law came 1o be pamed if they did not consider the |
ordinance in existence and valid ' He read an extract of the |
law, the preamble of which recited that in order that the ordi- |
pance of 1787 ** may continoe 1o have full effect” it is re- |

quisite, &ec. }

Mr. GAYLE. s that an act of Congress !

Mr. MURPHY replied that it was. This ordinance, then,
Was & compact, an engagement ; a contract between the people
of the United States, in (bheir collective capacity, and the people
who sbould inhabit this new territory ; and this express acknow- |
ledgment of this compact by Congress, after the adoption of
the new as well as the recognition of it by the
constitution, made it binding, ratified it, end cured it of
any unconstitetionality under the conlcderation which it
might previously have been obooxious to. The clause of the
constitution 10 which be referred was in these words . ** All |
debts contracted and s enfered inio belore the |
adoption of this constitution shall be as walid againet the
United Sistes under this eonstitutjon s under the confe- |

A gentloman near him said this had reforence to a com-
pact | but this ordinanee is in terms declared 1o be & compact,
an agrement, an entered into on the pari
of the United States; and here was an express provision to
ratify all “*engagrments.” If it was no no agree-
men! between the United Brates and the of tha new
territory, then he admitted this clause of the constitation did |
not touch i i

But this was no new doctrine on his part.  Look inte the |
debate on the Missouri eompromise, and we had the sutherity |
of a distinguiciicd Ssuthern gontleman, the father of the hon-
orsble gentlomsn from Maryland, (the Hon. Louis Mclane, ) |
confirming the view which be hsd taken. That distinguished
gentleman said if it was & compact it was confirmed by the
canstitution. T'hese are his words ¢

“ This ordinance was eonsidered doubtfil unil the adoption |
of the present coustitntion, by the first elunse of the sixth ur- |
ticle of whicki it war vopposcd to be eonfirmed.  Bat this one |
firmation shows it 10 be i the wture of eom and not of » ]
law—a eompuet voluntarily entered jnto by all the parties eon-
nected with it—not inenrporsted in the present constitulion |
s & gramt of power, or explvmsiory of its principles ; bt |
merely smnetioned by a single elunw, providing for the valioity |
of contraets. 1L wan 3 contract mads by the party ceding the |
!nr'ilrr‘L;it didd mot propos: 1o wff-ot the rights of persous re- |
siehi i It was to operate a8 & contrnet upon those who
-Inmr:l‘d nently remove thither | such ™ , |
went under this ordimaner ; they volunierily beeume parties |
to it ¢ and such only settled there 2 were willing to live with-
out siaves, and sulijeet 1o the terms of the sompaet.™

Mr. HILLIARD interposed with the remark that Congress |
dul not the itutional auth, wity of the ordinance
of 1787. ‘They ®
to organize spd muiniain & goveroment ; but none of the
provisions of the act relsted to slavery.
“Mr. MURPHY said his argument was that the ordinanes
of 1787 was confirmed by the eonstitation. He had alloded
to the law to show that tne first Congress therenfter, cogni-
have been of the views of the framern

the constitation bad confirmed the
it

m;l'; suthorized the peaple of the territory | g

Now, f we had this power to scquire, he held that this
other power to govern followed as an incident sud this was
no new docirine. It was lsid down by 8tory, and by all the
writers on the constitution, and was alfirmed by decisions of
the Supreme Court.

Be! re procerding to the authorities, hgwever, let him ‘ask
if tLis Government had the right to acquire territory, how it
was lo be governed 7 1t was not sovercign.  He agreed with
the geotleman from Sooth Carolina (Mr. Woenwans) that
it was a dependency, u provinee ; the sovereignty was in Con-

gress.  The territory bad not a single attribute of sovereignty ; |

it was nol recogmised s such by the sister States or by the
world at large ; it was depeodant on the power which bad the
right 1o sequire and id sequire it ; that was the power which
hind the right to govern it under certain limitations, to which
he would presently refer.  If this was not the case, who was
to govern this territary * Would gentlemen tell him that that
power was 10 be referred 10 the people of the Btates independ-
ent of the Congress ; or was it 1o be exercised by the State Go-
vernments *  If the terntories were not to be governed by the
people in it, or by the people of the States, or by the Siate
Governments, Ao, let him ask, were they to be governed
The right to govern the territories acquired must necessarily
ex ot in the Government which had the title, which had the
right to sequire.

He had maid that this prnciple had been settled. It was
well known that the Bupreme Court of the United States had
again and again admitted the right of Congress to legislate for
the territories under the clause of the constitution which au-
thorized them to make **all needful rules snd regulations,”
&e. He did not coincide with that view.  But they had gone

further ; they had recognised the principle which he now as- |
Bustained

sorted. by such sathority, he thought be might
assume this jon with confidence.  Chief Justice Marshall
declared, in the ease of the American Insurance Company et
al. s, Canter, that—

. the power of governing a terri belonging 1o
the U mwﬂich has not, by mi-‘n:zuu. lql.:l'r!d
the means of ment, may result s from the

fwcts that it is not within the jorisdietion of 'c.rlicular
Stute, nod is within the power wod jurisdietion 7 United
States. The right to govern may be the inevitable convequence
of the right to seyuire territory."

The was laid down by sll our elementary writers—
Story, and others—that the power to govern did not
rest either in the people who inhabit the territories or in the
several Siates in their separate capacitier, or in the people of
the States 3 for, if this was the case, it would not be exerci.ed
st afl ; but that it was a necessary incident lo the right to
acyuine.

He now came to his third proposition—that, until Congress
passes mew laws over acquired territory, the old municipal
laws of the former Governments remain in foree, subject only
1o the conditions annexed to the cession and the limitations of

the constitution ; and every person setiling there is subject to '
| the old laws, He made this point in reference to New Mexi-

co and California. They were settled countries, joct to
civil lawn, It was assected that the Government of Mexico,
having the right over those territories, had probibited slavery
in New Mexico and California.  Bot, wbrlrn this was & or
not, be was discosdng the princip'e whether s free Territory
coult be made s slave Tetrilory except by the posiv
ty of Congress. He however, that slavery had
been abolished by the Government of Mexico in these territo-
ries.  Now, if there were no laws made by Congress, Le anked
how wese the people of these acquired territonics to be govern~
ed urtil Congress did make Jaws for them ' Were they not,
trom the necnsaity of the case, to be governed by the lvws which
existe] there before they were scquired by s ' What were
the precedents *© What were the laws in Florida and Lovisiana
until Congrees preseribed laws for them * Why, the old laws
which prevailed before their cession. :

And this principle was by all writers on public
law. ' would be lound laid down in Blackstone. He Legged
to refer the eommittee, however, to the opinion of Lord Mans-
field, i the cane Campbell ve. Hall ; G "l Report vl 1
p- 208, from which be would read the ing extract

A great denl Lins hoon sid and many sathoritios eited res
Iative o propasitions, in which both sides seem 10 e ;a-rhnl‘
agrectd snd which indeed are too elear 10 be eontrove i,
will e 1he Iw:p‘uﬂilim ul lllv. and U Best is this

“A ouniry tlh.l!lﬂ.‘l‘!d b" the British arms beeomes & do=
minion of the King in the right of his erown .Mﬂ‘l. therefore,
neeevioily sul jeet to the legislatnre—the Parlismont of Grest

L]
“The second i, that the conquered inhabitants, once pes
! eeived (der the King's protestion, beeome stibjects, sl are
| W'h‘ mverslly eonsidered in that Iw. not a8 euemies oF
ens
b T thied, that the articles of Mm upon which the,
| sountry 5 surrendered, snd the articles of pesee by which it
i eeded e spered wnd inviolable sseording o their true in-
tent and ooy ing s 2
T fourth, that the law and |

md'wnum erqualty affects all #-ﬂnﬁli

e limits thereof, and is the rule of decivio
5 i, s Bometl e e i G poe A Eogs
-, 1Ty . n

Fishman 1, ‘i',‘.!:....}:"m.,..., the Isle of Man, or the Plants-
u-“l‘t o privilege distine’ from the natives.

“Thelifih, that the laws of & conquered country continue
im foree 1til they are altered by the conqueror.”
Mn‘

we authort - |

tion of the blacks in the free States.
. One of the greatest men of New England recommended,
fifty years ago, that tiiis process should go on. He held in
his hand a sermon by the distinguished Junathan Edwards, in
which be said :

“ It in not 1o be doubted but that the negroes in the Nor h-
ern States ulso will in time mix with the common mass of
the people.  Bat we have this consolation, that, as they are
so small & proportion of the inhabitants, when mized with the
rest they will not produce any very scusible diversity of
color.”

If that was to be the consequence, he weuld say, keep your
slaves in the South, and he would go for uncling laws of a
most penal character aguinst any who shall bring the wretch-
ed beings to our territories, there to taint the Hood of the whiles
or to destroy their own race by vicious coures,

Perhaps 1t might be doubted thatsuch was the fuct, thatthe
numbers of the free negroes so sensibly decressed in the New
England States. But he held in his hand = copy of the re-
port of the committee of the city council appointed to obtain
the census of Boston fpr the year 1845, by lemuel Shattuck,
which gave some important information on ths subject. The
colored population of Boston, in 1830, appeas in that report
to have been 1,875 ; in 1845 it was 1,842. While the white
population has been increasing in that city the blacks have
been decreasing. It appears from the same uble that in 1742
the blacks were to the whites as eight to nioet-two,  1n 18456
it was as one and sixty-one hundredths to ninty-cight. And
this was the most favorable location to make the com
for it was in cities that the blacks congregated  If we look at
some of the New England States we find b+ decresse most
marked. Thus, in New Hampshire the nunber in 1820 was
776 ; in 1830, 604 ; and in 1840, 537. I Rbode Island
the number decreased from 3,560 jia 1820 03,280 in 1840
| in Vermon® from 903 to 730 in the same time ; and in Con-
nerticut——

The falling of the Chairman’s hammer, atiouncing the ex-
| piration of his allotted hour, the ecmpletion of the

sentence, and the honorable gentleman resum:d his seat.

: Tuurspay, May 18, 184%,

THE WAR—ITS COST—PRESIDENTIAL, &e.

Mr. COCKE, who had the floor from yeserdny, rose and
said he was aware that the remarks which he pr 0
make to the committee were not strictly in sder, they
| would not be inconsistent with custom ; for it vas usoal, when
the House was in Committee of the Whale or the state of the
Union, for gentlemen 1o indulge inawide latiude, in the dis-
cussion of any question that might be unde: considerntion.
for the train of argument in which be

| then, for it
| cussion of the origin,
co.
e i 4
tra

At ln-r:ia
ted to & resolption, by the gentleman frtn Masschuseils,
(Mr. Asumux,) which declared ** that this war was unnecesss-
rily and v commenced by ‘he President of the
| Ulﬂltd'h-.““f :‘;:.gmon{mem he gave his vote. He

the truth of any sentiment than he now wu of the truth of
“averment of that amendment. It was 0 hm no
|:a';: for in the last canvass, before the peiple of

on every occasion when an opportuity presented
be tosk the same ground :i{ufuw.-d
he was triumphantly sastained by the puopls,
giving the vote to which he had re " e
truly the feelings and sepliments of the j-ople of
Congressional district of Tenneseee, whity he had the honor
1o represent.

He desired aleo to nflade for 8 moment 1o a vote which he
doring the last session of Congres o1, an amendment
.u:ﬂdbmmmhnd from Kmtacky (Mr. Born)
to the preamble of was passod (uring that Congress,
which declared that the war wos comm by the et of
voled for that smendment ; |1, as bad been said
from Soath Carolina, (Mr, Rawrr,) in an
sulject, he did not consider
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the President assumed the power to order the advance march
into disputed territory was the peace broken. Peace then
existed between the two republics; and in whomn was the
power vested by the 'wlfmwdlladlh'"u“""’f*'
two countries from pesco to war 7 Certainly not in the Ex-
eculivé department of this Government. The power was vest-
ed exclusively in Congress, and the exercise of such power hy-
the President was sn assamption of its rights and powers and
duties. The occupation of the disputed territory, while
Mexico was in possession of it, was an act of war; it was
‘an act of war commiited by the President of the United
States, while the constitution clearly and unequivocally
vealed that power in Uon The President had no right
to Jo it; and hence the order of the 13th January, 1846, di

recting Gen. Taylor to march his troops and take a position
on the left bank of the Rio Grande, was an act of war, andsn
unnecessary and unconstitutional act, by which all the horrors
of war have been made familiar to the two republics.

He was aware it had been urged that the President had
sent to Mexico a messenger of peace in the person of Mr.
Slidell ; bat if all the instrections given to Mr. Slidell were
made known, he felt satisfied that it would appear that even
the President did not then regard the Rio Grande as the west-
ern boundary of Texas. It became all-important, therefore,
to the Administration that those instruetions should be with-
held from the people. Give to them publicity, and the argu-
ments of the'friends of the present Executive would be at once
overthrown and their lips would forever be sealed on this ques-
tion. It was, therefore, the interest of that party not to com-
municate them. The gentleman from lllinois (Mr. Tunxer)
had told them that if these instructions were communicated
they would give importaut information to the enemy. His
language was as follows : 2

“ T will be apparent that sound polisy required, that while
negotistions for pesce were pending, those instructions should
not be made publie, for it is well known that whatever is pub-
lished in this House soon finds its way into Mexico, and il the
importance the President attaches to the purchase of the bay
of Sun Franciseo should be mude known to Mexieo, it would
induce them to hold out for the most exorbitsut Lerms,”

Now, althoogh thoee insiructions had not been communi-
eated to this House, they had somehow found their way into
the newspapers, and the gentiemsn from Illinois had shown
| an intimate acquaintance with their coutents, Their unoffi-
cial publication pethaps might attach’ to them some distrust,
but had not the gentleman from Illinois, in daring, asa mem-
ber of the President’s party, to make such disclosures thus
authoritatively, exposed himself 10 the charge of aflording
““ gid and comfort to the enemy®’ However that might be,
the disclosures had clearly shown that Mr. Slidell's mission
was not so much to restore friendiy relations between the two
repablics a8 to acquire New Mexico and California. It was
spparent that he was sent out to promote another scheme of
annexation which the President then had in contemplation.
But, besides that scheme, whut were Mr. Slidell's instructions?
Why, to obtain the Rio Grinde as the boundary, from its
mouth to its source, inclading New Mexico, for which he was
nathorized to offer five millions of dollars,  And for the acqui-
sition of California, ineluding Monterey, he was authorized
1o offer twenty-five millions of dollars ; and, on the completion
ofcither bargain, this Government would undertake 1o settle
with our citizens who have claims for iations on Mexico.

Well, it was understood that a treaty had been ratified on
the part of our Government, though he would not undertake
to say ly what were its terms, as they were not offi-
cially made known. Its i nevertheless, were said
1o have crept into the newspapersg and, as be had not seen
them contradicted, he presumed some reliance night be placed
on them. They must not, however, forget that the Pre:i-
dent’s olject, from which he had proclaimed he would not
swerve, was ““ indemnity for the past and security for the fu-
wre.” This was echoed from the President by the ** Union,"
his organ, and it had become the burden of the song of De-
mocracy throughout the land.

“ Indemnity for the past and security for the future !”
Why, as he had shown, Mr. Slidell was instructed to offer
twenty-five millions of dollars for certain acquisitions and »

y in the first instance ; and our own Government, if

reports were true, had agreed to pay upwards of twenty mil-

lions of dollars bg a treaty which would secure to us the terri-

tory which Mr. Slidell was instructed to purchase for twenty-

five millions. What, then, became of *‘indemnity for the

pundm?fwtha futare "'  Was nothing meant by
assertion of a

! How could

to the natiooal eharscter.”
And again, on page 14, he says :
“ In my annual messge
W‘ﬂ_‘&l'lrhnu
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determination on the part of the President ; |
wink

of Gen. Taylor and bis army on the Rio Grande admitted of  war has cost us, acd yet wwm“uhda'fiudmllyﬁw
no delay, and he voted for the amendment because be consi- m.ummybtﬂwfm ing o ber fificen
dered it less objectionable than the original section in the s of dollari, O ! it was all abumbug, and s grossat-
bill, protesting at the same time that the preamble was | tempt todelude the honest people of thy conntry, who havetoo
not tur, wifd (hat it had no necesary connexion with the [ long confided in this Administr He wus very much
bill. Maoy of his Democratic frieuds on the other side of the | pleased a few doys since with an given by the

House voted sguinst thet amendment, and afterwards for | eman from Indiana (Mr. Exuuzs)pf the spiount of the
the bill in which it was incorporated, but did not consider | cost of this e ive wor. The idea yas a familiar and o
that they were voting for the preamble, which they con-| happy one, and it was calculated 10 e the minds of the
tended was po part of the bill. ~ And thut was the light in with great force. It brought the subject before them
which he (Mr, C.) consilered it. He did not believe that | in » manner by which it could be underspod.  He (Mr. O.)
the i or the beginning of this war was the act of Mexi- oceasion to follow out that @ntleman’s train of

Indiana (Mr, Exnnxs) estimeted the expelse:
wagon |cads, and he aflowed 85 ewL. to a bam
a gocd load, it his (Mr. C.'s) judgment, tlpugh there might
be a few teams in Peonsylvania equal 1d a greater load,
Assuming, however, that caleulation, and
of our expenditures at 105,000,000, we ha
louds of silver dollars. And how far did theyieale
teams would reach  Why, when moving i
they would extend more than twenty-one mile
following close upon each other. Bat that w

the sum which he had stzted as the amount of\our expendi-

tares must be added the interest on the debt which had been
ineurred. And how much would that amount u‘? Why,to
over six millions anpually. |

Mr. STEPHENS. Which is to go to Europe,

“ﬁ&i”a.,":a""‘“‘“ - icnbh i gmr
man in, which is to go to Europe. Naw, a
the mode of illustration of the gentleman from Indinna to
annual interest, and they would see 112 wagon losds of sil-
ver dollars, extending a mile and & quarter in length, bear-
ing over six millions of dollars a year to our seacoast, to ba
shipped to foreign lands, forlhezmd.ld‘miuofm‘luun-
tions ;-and yel, oh shameless b ! the Presiden; was
olﬂainil:fbrm“indemuilyﬁrlho post and security for the
future !

This, however, was only the money consideration ; and if

engulf it in the ocesn, and bury it forever from human re-
membrance. ** Indemnity for the past "  What indemnity
would they give tq those sonless mothers who' have been be-
reft of the comfort of their age in this desolating war 7 What
¢tindemnnity” had {
‘widowhood ¥ Were
at nothing?  Were they of no account ?
this war merely a cost of dollars and cents ?  Were they alive
to no other than mercenary considerations ? Was the host
of gallant spirits lost in this war to sink beneath the value of
dross ? If the mighty host of brave men who have fallen in
thiestrife of arms could be restored to their friends and their
country ; if this country could be restored to its condition at
the period when this war began, he would forget that we had

millions of wealth in the conflict. He had before
him an estimate of the number of men lost in this war, in a

* lives of sons and husbunds estimated

lution of this Hovse. This report exhibited the number of
deaths according to the last returns, specifying those killed in
battle and those who died of their wounds, together with
those who have died in consequence of diseases to which
the service had subjected them. And what did the com-
mittee think the loss of the country amounted to in haman
lives ?  'Why, 7,907 gallant spirits had fallen in battle or died
of their wounds d

Mr. STEFHENS. And how many have died of disease
incidental to the service in the hospitals !

Mr. COCKE. Yes, how many have silently passed away,
where death stalksabrond like ** destruetion that wasteth at noon-
day,” whoesn tell ¥ Of those discharged from the service for
disability thie report shows there were 6,558, but how many of
those died op their way to their homes after their discharge no
statement could be made, Atleast one-third had doubtless died
of diseases contracted in the service, and the total sacrifice of
lives in battle and by diseases could not fall short of fifteen
thousand. And to all this add those mangled frames that
have succeeded in reaching their homes, as melancholy mon-
uments daily to remind us of the horrid carnage and destruc-
tion and desolation that were consequent on wars! They
could not puss through the streets even now without meeting
the remuants of men whose limbs had been torn from their
bodies.

But look again at the disastrous effects of this war over the
whole country, and not alone on the brave soldiers who have
fought our battles. - Behold the widows and orphans that have
been left husbandless and fatherless. How were they going
to * indemuify"” them for the past, and give them ** security”
for the future ' Go to the country, visit their mountain homes,
buat out the widows and orphans, enter the hovels of sorrow
and misfortune, witness their desolation, and then talk to them
of ** indemnity for the past and security for the future.” What
indemnity will restore a husband to the widow, and a father
to the fatheriess ? On whom were they to lean now that their
earthly stay and support was gone ! Oh! go to them in their
wretchedness and talk to them of **indemnitly,” and their
tears would fall like burning curses upon your garments.
Bravely did our soldiers bear aloft the banner of our country
in Mexico. Wherever danger was t they were ready
to rally. On every batile field of Mexico how much of the
best blood of our land has been poured out as an evidence of
‘their devotion to their country. How sanguinary soever the
conflict might be, they followed wherever they were called
upon 1o go; and the best and noblest spirits of which this
| country ‘could boast have been offered up on the altar of their
| country, and yet the place of their burial i# forgotten and un-
{ kugwn. But the little streams that burst fresh from the bloody
| heiglts of Cerro Gordo, trickling on their winding way to the
| ocean, jmuormur the requivm of the gallant dead, while the
dreary valley of Mexico —

* Waves above them her green
Dewy with Nature's tear drops

Grieving, il aught inanimate e'er grieves,
Over the anreturning brave,”

To this whole country the President of the United States
was answerable for bricging on this calumitous war, and the
people would hold him snd the party that sustained him to a
strict account.

But to proceed : Will the treaty be mtified by both Gov-
ernments who are partes to it’ There were many who
thought it would not be mtified ; and why was it o 7 There
were reasons sufficient o justify the spprebension that it
would not be ratified by Mexico. The
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to hear that the party of his col-
m (Mz. G. W, Jowns) were ready to throw him over-

Me. JONES sad, whoaver they did throw overtoard gene-
nlymhbh.a' o 4

that were all, gladly, oh how gladly, would he be willipg to | the pledges

to offer (o console the sorrows of | ROWer
Woas the cost of |

report from the Adjutant General, in compliance with a resc- not

left o presant his pame ' Singular, indeed, in its conitig
tion must that Convention be, if it could not furnish one f
years ago was their Samson. 4
Baltimore Convention could ¢
would be a heterogeneous assembl
ilmot Proviso men and auti-Wilm
men; of Old Hunkets and Baroburners, of fifiy-f
y men and thoss who only went to forty-nine, of
men and anti-tarifl men, internal impl:’zm_nm men and az
MW. fuen, and anti-spoilers, warr
and aoti-waniors, m-—m no-indemnifiers, and

What had he done for them ?
pains 1o gather materinls by which
which the President has rewarded those
nomination,

_ He had looked over the list of the Delogates to the last Bal
timore Convention, and to show to the House and to th
country how the President had rewarded his friends and their
connexions, he begged their attention to the document which
he had ared. It was as follows :
Dele ta the Baltimore Democratic Convention jn
1 wwho have been newarded by Mr. Polk, and the umoung
m&,&ub&cm which each hay received or will receive
i ing his administration,
Robert J. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury,.....
George Baneroft, Seeretary of the Navy. .. ..12,000
v do. as Miuister to Great Britain. 51,500

Cave Johnson, Postmaster Genersl .ovovvsesnisas
Nathun Cl.flord, Attorney General........ .. 4,550
Do, do. Commissioner to Mexico. . . .22,500

24,000

Ralph J. Ingersoll, Minister to Rustia.. .. ..31,500
Son of the Minister as Secretary of Legation. 4,000

Gnomulu%v M.HSn&dim, Minister l.?' Spain. .
& . Hopkins, Charge to Portugdf. ..
3;:!:1!: ¥ Dnnlellon. Minister to Pm‘:il..
John W. Davis, Commissioner to Chion. . .
Benjamin G. Shields, Chargé to Venezuela.
Henry Hubbard, Bubtreasurer at Boston, e o v.ovns.
Mareus Morton, Colleetor of the Customs, Boston. 25,600 00
Phi Allen, inted Postmaster at Pittstield,

MassnehusellS o v vestarionensassnsensssnssasssd,030 48
C. G. Greene, Public Printer, Boston, salury unknown.
}l. a‘,‘}f“'\i:' riit'.. Diatriot A_ttt;nq for Mnu.:hm 16,000 00
sunc ; appointed Navy Agen reject=

el o el g
H. K. Swith, Postmaster at Buffalo, N. Y..........6,547 84
Benjamin F. Butler, U, S. Distriet Attorney for the

Southern District of New York...cveeeseeq.-94,000 00
Jobn L. Dawson, U. 8. Distrigt Autorney, for the

Western Distriet of P Ivana, sulary unknown,
Daniel 8. Bizer, Inspector of Customs, Baltimore. . . 4,038 00
Gubricl Holmes, District Attorney for North Caro-

lina, unknow!

n.
W. T. Colquitt, son Paymaster in the Army....... 5000 00
1. B. Turver, Postmasterat Huntsville, Alabama. . 4,596 18
Charles A. Bradiord, Surveyor General, Jackson,

Misaiassippiccecsinsctsonisneroivssisssances s 4000 00
Gw'kl; R. Fall, Public Printer, Miss., salary un-

WL

Samuel H. Laughlin, Recorder Land Office. . ...... 8,000 00
Gideon J. Pillow, Drigadier and Major General... 7,470 00
G A. Caldwell, M&r in the p . 3,384 O
John W, Tibbatts, onel in the Army..cooveens. 4,503 00
Samuel Medary, Postmaster, Columbus, Ohio..... 6,128 40
Thomas H. Bartley, U. 8. District Attorney for Ohio,

w -!D‘.r{iﬂmm of Legation 000 00
m. Secreta ion to Brazil. .., )
John 8. Simonson, Uupui:,o:' T — X N
J. C. Sloo, Receiver at Shawneetown, Ilinois....... 4,000 00
Willium Walters, Publie Printer, Springfield, 11li-
nois, unknown,

missionrr to Mexioo..oueuee. . .28,500 00
Wm. F. Ritchie, Public Printer..«..oooeeessssns..5,000 00
Thomas Ritchie, Editor of the Union and Publie

: .m.............-.-...-.....---.----uﬂ.‘lﬂ L3
Benjamin H. Brewster, Cherokee Commissioner. . . .2,920 00

To be sure, Mr. Ritchie was not in the Convention, but he
dduhhﬁghtulbupoﬂlrﬂnmmulmm
The sums in table amount to the conveni-
ent sum of $742,410.56. Truly, the Administration has
m&ilhfll&oiuﬁ'hdg and doubtless he will remunerate

like services, Well might Mr. Ritchie loud

Aﬂﬂnﬂm; for his item incontestably how
been rewarded. Let what will be said of Mr.
denied that he pays well.
made some rematk which was in-

sassnnns
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been
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extremely anxious to of Gen.
Mhhnph;;lm
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next
that party.

solicitations of his
nomination.

| — '
The CHATRMAN closed the debate
the order of the House,
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